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of the party was the sole difficulty. The resourceful old
campaigner sent a trusty servant of her husband's down
ahead to report. He discovered the cheapest convenient
house to be that occupied by my secretary, and he tele-
graphed the result to his mistress.' This one had the boxes
all ready packed and the young women prepared, so they
started at once, and all came down to the travellers'
bungalow where they spent the night, keeping their move-
ments a profound secret. The next morning, watching the
departure of the owners of the bungalow, the ladies, ac-
companied by their retainers, had carried out the coup-$etat,
and had taken possession of the house as already described.
The old lady, having accomplished her object, hurried off
to join the General second-class in the mail train for Bombay
and Cheltenham, taking good care not to come near me.

The difficulty was left for us to solve. The wretched half-
witted brother had not been in the plot at all, and had
been absent at his work during the deinenagement. It was
difficult to say how far the young women themselves were
in it. They remained in a state of diplomatic indisposition
and deshabilUes for several days, during which it was difficult,
under the circumstances, to get into the small house or
to attempt to oust them. Later, it appeared they had been
left with hardly any means, and that a further move would
be ruinous to them. So the two young men who had been
dispossessed chivalrously accepted the position and left the
party undisturbed. And there these ladies remained for
some time to become a thorn, or rather several thorns, in
my side. The brother, popr fellow, was hopeless. He
could pass none of the Departmental Examinations, and
eventually had to retire. Fortunately, he died soon after-
wards. The two ladies, however, remained on for some
time, and did not improve the mobility of their brother
during any part of the period. They eventually married,
aad passed off the scene together with the rest of the prin-
cipal actors many years ago, the incident itself dating back
to 1877, not long after I first joined the Opium Agency.